
	



	

	

Welcome 
This tour offers a rare opportunity to follow the 2 Lincolns during WWII. 

Based on actions covered in the Battalion history ‘Mettle and Pasture’ published in 
2016, the tour will be presented by author and experienced battlefield historian 
Gary Weight. Also present will be Tony Colvin, son of 2 Lincolns 2ic Major Leslie 

Colvin MC, and author of ‘The Noise of Battle’ – an in-depth study into the actions 
of the British 3rd Infantry Division in Germany during February and March 1945, also 

published during 2016.  
 

The many years that Gary and Tony have spent researching the Battalion will give 
this tour a unique insight into the actions that took place. 

Official ceremonies and events will give the opportunity to meet locals, some of 
whom were present at the time. 

 
The tour will focus on actions from D-Day in Normandy (6 June 1944) through to 
The Battle of Winnekendonk in Germany (2 March 1945) and will also cover the 

retreat to Dunkirk (May 1940). 
 

This dual-function Battlefield and Remembrance Tour will bring together many 
family members and interested parties of this proud Battalion and Regiment. 

 

	
Gary	Weight	(left)	and	Tony	Colvin	(right)	with	Royal	Norfolk	WWII	veterans	in	Germany	2014.	



	

Itinerary 

March 2018 

Sunday 18   Travel Day to Normandy 

Monday 19   Normandy 

Tuesday 20  Normandy 

Wednesday 21  Belgium 

Thursday 22  The Netherlands 

Friday 23   Germany 

Saturday 24  Belgium and France - Return Travel 

Travel 
Comfortable executive-level coach travel is provided with on-board facilities. 

Main departure and return point is Lincoln with pick-ups en-route A1 – A14 – M11 – M25 –

M20 determined by those participating. 

 

Accommodation 
Minimum of 3-Star accommodation is provided for six nights and includes breakfast.  

Sun 18  Normandy Caen   

Mon 19 Normandy Caen   

Tue 20 France Amiens  

Wed 21 Belgium Achel   

Thu 22 Holland Venray    

Fri 23  Belgium en-route   

 

Price 
The price is £700 per person (based on 2 persons sharing a room).  

Single supplement of £75. 

 



	

The Tour 
 

Tour booklets will be distributed at the beginning of the tour and poppy wreaths will be 

supplied for the ceremonies.  

 

The tour is open to all. 

 

The tour will begin with a short briefing at the hotel on the first evening. Each day we 

shall visit the main battlefield sites and relevant memorials and war cemeteries. There will 

be a short ceremony at each of the cemeteries where we encourage tour members to 

actively partake by means of a reading or laying of a wreath.  

 

Some of the ceremonies will be in conjunction with the local populace i.e. the mayor. It is 

also usual during the evenings to meet with the locals over a drink or two where one can 

expect some warm hospitality. 

 

 

Contact 
For reservations and further information please contact Gary Weight 

gary@garyweight.com Tel: 07980 018312 or 01522 501814 

 

Pegasus Battlefield Tours www.pegasusbattlefieldtours.com 
 

   



	

Day 1 – Travel Day 
This is our travel day to Normandy. The bus will leave Lincoln early and begin the journey 
towards the channel crossing at Dover. Once we have finalised our tour group convenient 

pick-up points will be located en-route. We aim to arrive in Caen early evening.  
A short tour briefing and Q & A will take place at the hotel. 

 

Day 2 – D-Day Landings & The Battle for Caen 
Our first day begins, of course, on Sword Beach at the very spot the 2 Lincolns landed on 
D-Day. This is also the site of the 2 Lincolns memorial unveiled in 2014. We then move a 
short distance to the seaside village of Lion-sur-Mer liberated by the 2 Lincolns (and 
other units) and then to Le Mesnil/Cambes Wood where the Battalion spent the next 

month in direct contact with the elite German 12.SS-Panzer-Division. During the afternoon 
we visit Hérouville – the site of one of the 2 Lincolns heaviest battles during the campaign 
– before moving on to Ranville CWGC cemetery where many of the 2 Lincolns found their 

final resting place. 

 

Day 3 – Operation Goodwood and Vaudry 
Operation Goodwood was one of the largest armoured battles of WWII and the infantry 

participation is often overlooked. 2 Lincolns, as part of 9 Brigade, were to hold the eastern 
flank. This they did – but at a heavy cost. 210 casualties in less than 48 hours made 

‘Black Orchard’ the site of the 2 Lincolns heaviest losses during the campaign of 1944-45. 
We visit the battlefield, Banneville CWGC cemetery and also the British 3rd Infantry 
Division memorial at Sannerville. We then set off towards Vaudry stopping at Villers-

Bocage en-route. At Vaudry we visit the battlefield site where aid-posts and HQs are still 
to be seen. We also visit the village where the school is named after one of the 2 Lincolns 

and also Charles-de-Percy CWGC cemetery. 
 



	

Day 4 – The Crossing of the Escaut Canal 
The very thought of an amphibious assault across a water feature is enough to send 

shivers down the spine. To do it at midnight with the enemy holding the opposite bank is 
audacious. Add to the mix that no reconnaissance could be carried out gives some idea of 

the task the 2 Lincolns faced on the night of 18/19 September 1944. This remarkable 
battle ended with the largest medal haul of any single action the Battalion took part in 
during WWII. At Lille-St-Hubert we stand on the very ground this action took place and 

visit the memorial situated on the towpath. We also visit nearby Leopoldsburg CWGC 
cemetery and the Grevensbroekmuseum in Achel. The museum is in the house General 

Dempsey (British 2nd Army commander) utilised as his HQ from 1944 to 1945 visited by King 
George VI and Monty among many others. The exhibits also include artefacts found in the 

area after the battle almost certainly having belonged to the 2 Lincolns. 
 

 
Day 5 – Overloon and the Maas Salient 

As the British 3rd Infantry Division moved up into The Netherlands from Belgium in early 
October 1944 the German Army under General Model began the process of establishing 
defensive lines roughly along the River Maas. After the expansive Allied break-out from 
France the front-lines for both sides became somewhat confused and it was during this 
phase of re-organisation that the Battle of Overloon took place – the 2 Lincolns part in 
this plan was on 14 October and we visit the untouched battlefield before visiting the 

nearby CWGC cemetery and the brilliant Overloon museum – generally regarded as one of 
the best WWII museums in the world. Lunch is taken at the museum before we travel the 
short distance to the Maas and then to a private museum owned by local enthusiasts. At 
the end of the day we drive across the Maas to Goch in Germany where we will have a 

talk to which locals will be invited. 
 



	

Day 6 – The Battle of Winnekendonk 
After a gruelling winter spent on the Maas, in February 1945 the British 3rd Infantry 

Division, along with the whole of the Allied Forces, began to push towards the Rhine. The 
fighting in this area was some of the heaviest action of WWII as the Germans were now 
fighting on their own soil. In this area we visit the various battlefield sites and also the 

largest British WWII CWGC cemetery in the world – Reichwald Forest. At the end of the 
day we travel to Leuven in Belgium where we lodge for the night. 

 

Day 7 – Retreat to Dunkirk & Return to UK 
The last leg of our journey takes us back to 1940. On 10 May 1940 the German Army 

began the invasion of France and the Low Countries. The British 3rd Infantry Division, as 
part of the BEF, were holding an area through Belgium into France. The 2 Lincolns 

withdrew through Belgium and we visit some of these sites before Dunkirk from where the 
2 Lincolns were evacuated from the famous beach. We visit the battlefield and village of 
Zuydschoote, Bray Dunes and finish at the Dunkirk Memorial where we shall lay our final 

wreath. With much to ponder we begin our journey home. 
 

 
 

The Withdrawal from Dunkirk, June 1940 by Charles Ernest Cundall. 
This painting by Cundall best captures the organised chaos of the evacuation. 


